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Top Cambridge holds its ownstereo amplifier 
cambridge 
840a v2
★★★★★

roksan 
kandy l.iii
★★★★★
£650
september2006
our current 
amplifier product 
of the Year isn’t  
as sophisticated 
as the cambridge  
but still delivers  
a top-class sound 
for less money

cyrus 8vs2
★★★★★
£800
awards 2007
don’t let the 
compact shoe- 
box shape fool 
you: this is as 
insightful as  
amps get for this 
kind of money

m for

a big, bold and 
entertaining 
sound; good 
level of clarity; 
fine build

against

m

it’s heavy and 
runs rather hot; 
annoying clicking 
noise from 
volume control

verdict

m

the 840a v2 
looks like the  
old one, but it 
performs much 
better. plenty 
here to worry the 
class-leaders

We Weren’t big fans of the original 
840A. The last time we listened to 
Cambridge’s range-topping inte-
grated, it slid a grade to a three-star 
rating, a verdict at odds with the 
results the company normally gets.

The engineers went away and did 
some fine-tuning to the amplifier’s 
clever circuitry, including updating 
the output stage. The result is the 
five-star amp you’re reading about. 

looks the same, sounds better 
If you think the V2 looks just like 
the original, you’d be right. Very  
little seems to have changed. There 
are some software changes to the 

display graphics, the balanced 
input has lower distortion, and the 
volume circuitry now works better, 
despite still emitting an annoying 
click with any adjustment.

Start listening, and the news is 
all good. The old amp was always 
clear-sounding, with its 120 watts  
delivering as promised. However, it 
never convinced us with its timing 
or ill-defined treble. The V2 gets 

“the sound is much 
better organised with 
more complex music”

timing and treble 
tweaked to bring 
plenty of insight

these things just right without  
losing the authority or drive of  
the original. The sound is much 
better organised with complex 
music and delivers plenty of insight. 

fun, firm grip of rhythm 
Put on something that requires a 
firm grip of rhythm, say Insomnia 
from Faithless, and the 840V2 
almost sounds as if it’s having fun.

Elsewhere, this solidly built amp 
remains as good as ever. Cambridge’s 
budget amplifiers have always  
been able to mix it with the class-
leaders. The same can now be said 
about its range-topper.

?

al
so

 
co

ns
id

er

stereo amplifier

first tests

rePrODUCeD frOM febrUary 2008    www.whathifi.com


